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Colorado Running Hall of Fame Announces 2014 Inductees
Priscilla Welch, Constantina Diţă Among 2014 Class Being Inducted April 9 

DENVER  -- The Colorado Running Hall of Fame Selection Committee announces the 2014 
inductees into the Colorado Running Hall of Fame: Constantina Diţă, Simon Gutierrez, Anita Ortiz, 
Rick Trujillo, and Priscilla Welch. The 8th annual induction ceremony and reception will be held on 
Wednesday, April 9th at the Denver Athletic Club. Olympic running legend Frank Shorter, an 
inductee in the inaugural 2007 class, will be the keynote speaker.  The Colorado Running Hall of 
Fame recognizes Coloradans for their remarkable achievement and influence on the sport of 
distance running.  

Constantina Diţă is one of the most successful Romanian athletes of all-time, currently holding 
the Romanian national road records for the 5K, 10K, 15K, Half Marathon and the Marathon.  
Diţă finished 20th in the marathon at the 2004 Summer Olympics in Athens and went on to win 
the Chicago Marathon later that year, running a personal best of 2:21:30.  After winning the 
marathon bronze at the 2005 World Championships, she became the World Half Marathon 
Champion. She won a silver medal at the 2006 IAAF World Road Running Championships and 
took third place at the 2007 London Marathon.  In her career highlight, Diţă won the women's 
marathon at the 2008 Summer Olympics in 2:26:44, becoming the oldest Olympic marathon 
champion in history (male or female) at age 38.  She lives and trains at altitude in Boulder and 
continues her running career, competing the marathon at the 2012 Summer Olympics.

Simon Gutierrez is versatile athlete as a three-time member of the USA National Cross Country 
team, an Olympic Trials qualifier in the marathon, and is a seven-time member of the USA 
National Mountain Team.  He is a three-time World Masters Mountain Overall Champion (2006, 
2007, and 2008) and has won the La Luz mountain race in New Mexico a record ten times.  He is 
a three-time Champion in the Pikes Peak Ascent as well as Mt. Washington Road Race.  
Gutierrez is also a mountain representative to the USATF Mountain, Ultra, and Trail Running 
Council and in 2005 he was named the USATF Mountain Runner of the Year. Now 48, Gutierrez 
is enjoying a career as a physical therapist in Colorado Springs. 
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Anita Ortiz started racing at age 36, building her career in Mountain Running, Ultra Running 
and snowshoe racing, competing in over 200 races and breaking 55 records in just nine years.  
She has competed on the U.S. Mountain Running team five times, placing highest U.S. finisher 
four times. She was the Mountain Running National Champion in 2002 and 2003 as well as the 
Masters Mountain Running World Champion in 2004.  She’s won the Pikes Peak Ascent three 
times, setting and holding the record time for five years in 2002 in 2:44:33.  Ortiz was also the 
National Snowshoe Champion in 2002 and runner-up in 2004.  She was named the USATF 
Female Mountain Runner of the Year in both 2002 and 2003 and the USATF Female Masters 
Mountain Runner of the Year in 2004.  A kindergarten teacher and mother of four, Anita is still 
active in the racing community, serving as Board member for the All American Trail Running 
Association, the United States Snowshoe Association, and coaching elementary students on the 
Eagle Valley Elementary Running Team.

Rick Trujillo is considered a pioneer in the sport of mountain running, earning his reputation as 
an elite and unconventional runner over his long career.  Trujillo enjoyed an early cross-country 
running career in high school and college, but later preferred mountain running.  He is a five-
time champion of the Pikes Peak Marathon, holding the course record from 1973-1982.  He 
founded the Imogene Pass Run, winning the race several times and holding the course record 
from 1974-1985.  In 1995, at age 47, Trujillo ascended Colorado's 54 14,000-foot peaks in record 
time of 15 days, nine hours, and 55 minutes.  He also won the Hardrock 100 Mile Run (66,000 
feet of ascent and descent with average elevation of 11,000 feet) in 1996.  Trujillo has never 
yielded to traditional training conventions, making his achievements that much more impactful.
 
Priscilla Welch began her remarkable running career at the age of 35, when she quit her heavy 
smoking habit and took up running under the guidance of her husband and coach, Dave Welch, 
and ran the 1980 London Marathon.  Four years later, she qualified for the British Olympic team 
at the 1984 Summer Olympics in Los Angeles, placing sixth in the inaugural women's Olympic 
marathon.  On her 40th birthday, Welsh qualified for the Masters division and began setting age 
group world records.  In 1987, she won the New York Marathon in 2:30:17.  This was coupled 
with her second place finish in London where she set an age group world record running a 
2:26:51, earning the sixth fastest time in the world in 1987, and holding the women’s masters 
marathon world record for 21 years.  Welch again set an age group world record in the 1988 
Boston Marathon in 2:30:48, holding the record for 14 years.  Welch continued to run until a 
1992 bout with breast cancer curtailed her career and she moved from her longtime home of 
Boulder to Tabernash, in the high country of Colorado, later relocating to Bend, Oregon.

“With such a deep pool of remarkable running talent in Colorado, it never gets easier to select 
inductees for the Colorado Running Hall of Fame,” said John Tope, Chair of the Selection 
Committee for the Colorado Running Hall of Fame.  “The committee is delighted to recognize 
this remarkable and diverse group for 2014, recognizing Olympians, World team members and 
pioneers of our sport.”



The event will also feature the High School Achievement Awards, recognizing remarkable high 
school distance runners not only for athletic achievement but also community leadership and 
character.  This year’s High School Achievement Awards recipients are Jr. Daniel Book, Cherry 
Creek High School; Jr. Jordyn Colter, Cherry Creek High School; Sr. Darby Gilfillan, George 
Washington High School; Sr. Carson Hume, Dakota Ridge High School; Soph. Katie 
Rainsberger, Air Academy; and Sr. Bailey Roth, Coronado High School.

This event is open to the public, with a limited number of tickets available for purchase at $25 
per person at corunninghalloffame.com.

###

About the Colorado Running Hall of Fame
Colorado has one of the highest concentrations of world and American record holders and 
Olympic and world championship medal winners.  The Colfax Marathon Partnership, Inc. Board 
of Directors established the Colorado Running Hall of Fame in 2007 to recognize Coloradans 
who have achieved national and international recognition on the long-distance running stage. To 
learn more about the Colorado Running Hall of Fame or to purchase tickets to the induction 
ceremony, visit www.corunninghalloffame.com.

About the Kaiser Permanente Colfax Marathon
The ninth annual Kaiser Permanente Colfax Marathon takes place on Marathon Weekend of May 
17-18, 2014. Events included the full marathon, half-marathon, marathon relay, Urban 10 miler 
and Colfax 5K. Established by the cities of Aurora, Denver and Lakewood to encourage 
Coloradans to be healthier, the marathon has established itself as an iconic race for the mile-high 
city. We support local charities and nonprofits by providing one of the country's biggest fund-
raising platforms through our Charity Partners Program. We are proud to partner with corporate 
sponsors who make our race a success, including: Kaiser Permanente, DaVita, 9News, The 
Denver Post, Comcast, The Denver Athletic Club, Primrose, Jim 'N Nick's BBQ, and more. Visit 
us at www.runcolfax.org, facebook.com/runcolfaxdenver and on Twitter @runcolfax.

About Kaiser Permanente Colorado
Kaiser Permanente Colorado is the state’s largest nonprofit health plan, proudly working to 
improve the lives and health of Colorado residents for 45 years. Kaiser Permanente Colorado 
provides comprehensive health care services to more than 565,000 members through 28 medical 
offices and a network of affiliated hospitals and physicians. Kaiser Permanente was recognized 
by the National Committee for Quality Assurance (NCQA) as the top- ranked commercial health 
plan in Colorado and the fourth ranked Medicare plan in the nation. Kaiser Permanente was also 
recently recognized as a 2012 Hypertension Champion by Million Hearts™. In 2013, Kaiser 
Permanente proudly directed more than $96 million to community benefit programs to improve 
the health of all Coloradans. For more Kaiser Permanente news, visit kp.org/share or follow us 
on twitter @kpcolorado or facebook.com/kpcolorado.
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